
A complex causality: Climate change, fragility, and peace
Communities living in fragile contexts are 

also facing increased climate risks, making 

them more susceptible to violent conflict. 

Unpredictable environments deepen structural 

inequalities, amplify divisions, and create new 

vulnerabilities. Negative feedback loops increase 

instability, threaten governance, intensify 

resource conflicts, and spur migration. 

Yet that's not the whole story.
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Filling the theory-practice gap: Addressing impacts of climate, 
environmental change, and conflict - together

The climate science is established and global-level 

policy discussions have advanced. Yet CDA sees a 

theory-practice gap in addressing environmental and 

conflict dynamics as interrelated and dependent. And 

we believe the local knowledge and lived experiences 

of people taking action in the face of their uncertain 

future are essential to addressing this gap. 

The compounding impacts of climate change and conflict are having detrimental effects on communities 

worldwide. Over the next decade, 26% of the global population will live in fragile states. By 2030, climate 

change could push 132 million people into poverty, and displace 143 million by 2050. Together, rapid 

environmental change and shifting conflict dynamics are overwhelming communities, practitioners, 

policymakers, and governments.

Environment-Fragility-Peace Nexus
Collaborative Learning Project:  Equipping
effective action in the most complex contexts

Many major institutions are maladapted to today's pace of change in order to be 

effective partners with communities in addressing these challenges.

CDA believes in a different approach, one rooted in local capacities for resilience

We're looking at global cases to see the big picture. Our vision is to equip practitioners to address these 

challenges head-on with adaptable analysis that is fit for purpose across diverse and rapidly-changing 

contexts. 

We're applying our collaborative learning approach to the environment-fragility-peace nexus, learning with 

communities that struggle at the forefront of, yet thrive in the face of, crisis. We're building evidence-based 

tools that integrate local knowledge and capacities for resilience. 
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Global research, local impact: Where are we learning so far?
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Practical tools for the complexities of environmental 
vulnerabilities and conflict analysis, fit for purpose

Through case study findings and cross-context analysis, 

CDA is developing:

	· A robust conflict sensitivity framework, including 

climate resilience, adaptation, mitigation, and Disaster 

Risk Reduction (DRR) for practitioners and planners

	· Practical tools and guidance to analyze and address 

environmental impact and conflict simultaneously for use 

in strategy, project and policy design, adaptation, and 

learning

Building on CDA's globally-used Reflecting on Peace 

Practice framework, this project is working with local actors 

to create RPP+ as a new systems-based analysis tool to 

examine context-specific environmental vulnerabilities and 

factors for/against peace and climate resilience. 

CDA's vision is for these partnerships to equip effective 

action in the most complex environments today and in the 

critical decades to come.

Case Studies
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Scoping

Emergent themes: Rural-urban migration, 

local knowledge, Indigenous rights and 

sovereignty, natural resource degradation, 

land governance, resource competition, 

social cohesion

Multi-use case studies

	· Case studies are co-owned with our 

local partners, ready to help local actors 

define options

	· Evidence from case studies is analyzed 

across contexts, informing actionable 

tool and framework development as part 

of CDA's larger research project

	· Timely policy and practical 

application for global actors, based on 

CDA's trusted role moving from evidence 

to practical frameworks and actionable 

guidnace

Share your Thoughts Partner with Us Invest in this Work
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Want to get involved?

Visit: www.cdacollaborative.org/cdaproject/environment-fragility-peace

Email: envpeace@cdacollaborative.org Curious about CDA? 
Explore who we are and what we're 

passionate about
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